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Fill in FPA details and change relevant information.
Rules of the ________________ FPA

These rules and regulations are to be adhered to by the members of the _______________ FPA
in terms of section 5(1)(c) of the National Veld and Forest Fire Act 101 of 1998 (NVFFA).  

1. Terminology
[bookmark: _GoBack]Refer to the ECUFPA “Quick Reference Guide” that could be found on their website at: http://www.ecufpa.co.za/downloads/QUICK%20REFERENCE%20GUIDE.pdf 

2. Compliance with Fire Danger Rating System
Members must be conversant with the daily fire danger rating system and comply with the instructions and rules pertaining to the danger ratings.  Members should adhere to the guidelines in the published Fire Readiness table (generic table in ECUFPA “Quick Reference Guide”).  

3. Fire Risk Assessment 
Members will be required to carry out an annual fire risk assessment on their property.  

4. Protection of Structures
It is the responsibility of every member to ensure that buildings on their property are protected and made safe against the dangers of fire.  The principles of Defensible Space should be adhered to as per the ECUFPA “Quick Reference Guide”.  

5. Cooking / Warming Fires and Designated Fireplaces
5.1 Fires used for preparing meals, beverages or for warmth during cold conditions in the veld by farm or other workers must be in a designated fireplace.

5.2 Fires may not be left unattended and must be properly extinguished with water after use.

5.3 Fires may not be made: 
a) If the weather conditions are unsuitable (fire danger rating is orange or red).
b) In areas that have not been sufficiently cleared of combustible material. 
c) In no-fire zones as indicated by the landowner.
d) If the fire is to be left unattended. 

5.4 Social fires used outside of residences must be managed carefully in designated safe areas. 

6. Firebreaks
See _______________ FPAs Firebreak Policies and guidelines.
6.1 Legislation
· According to the NVFFA, section 12(1), “every owner on whose land a veldfire may start or burn or from whose land it may spread must prepare and maintain a firebreak on his or her side of the boundary between his or her land and any adjoining land.”


6.2 Firebreak exemption
· According to section 15 of the Act, 
15 (1) The Minister may exempt any owner or group of owners from the duty to prepare and maintain a firebreak or firebreaks for good reason.
15 (2) The exemption may be subject to conditions.
15 (3) The Minister must consult the fire protection association for the area, if any, before granting any exemption. 

Explanatory Notes (not part of the rules).
The above option is not recommended for most FPA’s due to the following reasons:  
· The intention of the legislature with section 15 of the act was to give landowners in a low risk area the option to apply for exemption.
· A specific form (Form FE1) must be completed and submitted to DAFF for the minister to consider the application.  
· The challenge is the fact that landowners indemnify each other from any claims.  
· This implies that the landowner’s insurance is in fact nullified, as the owner made it impossible for the insurer to recover the claim.  It is therefore most likely that any insurance claims, where exemption has been granted, would not be successful.  

· Section 12(7) of the NVFFA states: 
‘’Owners of adjoining land may agree to position a common firebreak away from the boundary.’’  
This section can be utilised independently between two landowners.  In this case they would move the belt away from the common boundary to a more suitable position.  It is recommended that a written agreement is drawn up for this purpose (a standard template of such an agreement is available from ECUFPA).

Explanatory Notes (not part of the rules).
If section 12(7) is read in context (the intention of the legislature in creating FPAs must be kept in mind) with the NVFFA and together with section 5(1)(a) “A fire protection association must at least develop and apply a veldfire management strategy for its area”, it could be interpreted and implemented as follows:  
·  This gives the FPA the opportunity to plan and to put strategic firebreaks in place.  
· This would typically be stipulated in a Fire Management Plan as discussed in section 13 of these rules.
· This plan would address both strategic firebreaks and the integrated fire management for the area.  The area is therefore managed as a unit with the aim to prevent the spread of major fires.  
· Individual landowners may still have specific responsibilities and prevention measures on their properties.  
· All the landowners in the area must agree with the plan and sign acceptance thereof.  
· This plan now becomes a legal obligation.  
· It is suggested that each landowner should present a copy of the plan to their insurer. 
6.3 Definition of a firebreak
· A firebreak is a natural or constructed barrier utilized to stop or check fires, or to provide a control line from which to work. 

6.4 Firebreak requirements 
According to section 13 of the NVFFA, 
‘’an owner who is to prepare and maintain a firebreak must ensure that, with due regard to the weather, climate, terrain and vegetation of the area -
(a) It is wide enough and long enough to have a reasonable chance of preventing a veldfire from spreading to or from neighbouring land; 
(b) It does not cause soil erosion; and
(c) It is reasonably free of inflammable material capable of carrying a veldfire across it.’’
NB: Always take into account that some natural or human made veld conditions for example, recently burned veld, roads, indigenous forest, a dam, or a river, old farmlands and floodplains can be regarded as a natural firebreak.
6.5 Minimum Firebreak requirements 
Refer to the _______________ FPAs minimum requirement policy in this regard. 

7. Prescribed Burning
See _______________ FPAs Burning Policies and guidelines.
7.1 Members intending to burn must obtain burning permit from the FPA or relevant Municipal authority. 

7.2 Members must observe all conditions of their burning permit.


7.3 A responsible person should be in attendance for the period that the fire is lit and for the mopping up period.

8. Fire Prohibition period
Members must comply with relevant burning prohibition notices and accompanied rules as issued by the _______________ FPA or relevant authority.  

9. Minimum Fire-Fighting Requirements
9.1 All members must comply with Chapter 5 of the NVFFA by having equipment, protective clothing and trained personnel as is reasonable for the extent of the member’s property.  Refer to the _______________ FPAs minimum requirements in this regard. 

9.2 All members must ensure that in their absence there is a responsible person present or near the property who will assist in extinguishing the fire and take reasonable steps to alert the FPO and neighbouring landowners.

10. Training 
Members / occupiers of land or their staff performing fire-fighting must partake in a basic fire-fighting course.  Refer to the FPAs minimum requirements in this regard.

11. Reporting Fires
Members must report all fires to the FPA and to the relevant cell leader / Fire Management Unit Leader.

12. FPA Policies
Members should comply with the following policies of _______________ FPA:
· Minimum requirements of fire prevention under powerlines
· Minimum requirements for contractors
· Alien invasive clearing guidelines 
· Fire suppression guideline 

13. Fire Management Plans
· The _______________ FPA may divide the area into manageable units such as cells and fire management units (FMUs).  Fire management plans for these areas will be developed as the FPA grows and develops.  It is dependent on a strong membership base for the particular area.  
· These plans may allow landowners to pool resources in order to comply with the above requirements.  Refer to the ECUFPA “Quick Reference Guide” for details on compiling such a plan.  
· Members within the relevant Cell or FMU must comply with its Fire Management Plan.  

These rules were submitted to the Minister as per section 5(5) of the NVFFA on ____________.  

Signed:


_________________					_____________________
FPA Chairman						Fire Protection Officer (FPO) 

___________________					_______________________
Date							Date
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